
 

Week of Feb 27, 2006  

AUSTRALIA  

Legionnaire disease outbreak in Melbourne shopping center  
A legionnaires disease outbreak in Melbourne, Australia at the giant Northland 
Shopping Center has infected seven victims, killing one 85 year-old man.  According to 
local health officials, the surviving victims were either in satisfactory condition or allowed 
to go home. The first case of legionnaires disease was diagnosed on February 22, but it 
was not until Wednesday (March 1) that Victorian Health Department experts were able 
to determine that all the victims contracted the disease from the Northland Shopping 
Center.  Legionnaires' disease is most often contracted by inhaling mist from water 
sources such as whirlpool baths, showers, and cooling towers that are contaminated 
with Legionella bacteria. Symptoms of Legionnaires' disease include fever, chills, and a 
cough that may or may not produce sputum. Other symptoms include abdominal pain, 
diarrhea, and confusion. There is no evidence for person-to-person spread of the 
disease.  
Source: 
· Bug outbreak not over, Mar 02, 2006, http://www.heraldsun.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5478,18329966%255E2862,00.html 
· Legionnaires outbreak detected at shops, Mar 02, 2006, http://www.news.com.au/story/0,10117,18318516-1243,00.html 
· Legionnaires' Disease, Mar 03, 2006, http://www.niehs.nih.gov/external/faq/legion.htm 

CHINA  

China reports two more human cases of H5N1 subtype of bird flu  
China’s Ministry of Health reported two more human cases of the H5N1 subtype of the 
bird flu virus in a 9-year-old girl from the eastern province of Zhejiang and a 26-year-old 
female farmer from Anhui province.  The 26-year-old developed symptoms on February 
11, following contact with diseased poultry, while the 9-year-old girl developed 
symptoms, following a visit with relatives in Anhui province.  According to Ministry 
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officials, both human cases are in critical condition.  To date, China has reported 14 
human cases of the H5N1 subtype of the bird flu virus, of which, eight have been fatal.  
Source: 
· Avian influenza – situation in China – update 5, Feb 27, 2006, http://www.who.int/csr/don/2006_02_27a/en/print.html 

INDIA  

Fever outbreak hits 900 in area of Rourkela in Orissa, India  
About 900 people have fallen ill from an unknown fever in an area known as Panposh 
basti on the outskirts of the city of Rourkela in the eastern state of Orissa in India.  
Panposh basti is home to 2000 families.  Sundargarh Chief District Medical Officer, Dr 
Premananda Pattnaik, said that health department personnel had already examined 
241 blood samples, which indicated that the fever was caused by an air-borne virus.  Of 
those afflicted, 41 were admitted to the Rourkela government hospital since Monday 
(February 27). A team of physicians from the VSS Medical College Hospital from Burla 
will be at Panposh to assess the situation.  Pattnaik said a team of local doctors had 
already been dispatched to the area making door-to-door visits, and state Health 
Secretary R N Senapati said the government was looking into the cause of the fever 
outbreak.  
Source: 
· 900 suffering from fever, bird flu ruled out, Feb 28, 2006, http://www.newkerala.com/news2.php?action=fullnews&id=18227 

INDONESIA  

Bird flu update: Another human case confirmed and additional suspected human 
cases reported  
Over the weekend of February 25, the Ministry of Health in Indonesia confirmed the 
nation’s 20th human death from the deadly H5N1 subtype of the bird flu virus.  The case 
occurred in a 27-year-old woman from West Java Province, who developed symptoms 
on February 13 and died on February 20.  According to local authorities, there were 
reports of chicken deaths in the woman’s neighborhood several days before her onset 
of symptoms.  This case brings the total human cases of H5N1 bird flu in Indonesia to 
27. On Wednesday (March 1), Sardikin Giriputro, the deputy chief of Sulianti Saroso 
hospital, said two more suspected human bird flu cases, a 20-year-old and a 12-month-
old, were admitted to the hospital.  
Source: 
· Human Avian Influenza, Indonesia up to 27 February 2006, Mar 01, 2006, http://www.ads-net.org/ASNNews_Detail.asp?ID=3731 
· Two more Indonesians admitted to hospital with suspected bird flu, Mar 01, 2006, 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20060301/hl_afp/healthfluindonesia_060301140342 
· Avian influenza – situation in Indonesia - update 5, Feb 27, 2006, http://www.who.int/csr/don/2006_02_27/en/index.html 
 
Early results: Polio immunization covers 77 % of targeted children  
According to Immunization Affairs Section Head of Indonesia’s Health Ministry, Jane 
Soepardi, the fourth round of polio immunizations delivered last week covered 77.7 
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percent of projected 23.62 million children under five years old.  However, according to 
Soepardi, the projections are incomplete because the ministry is still waiting for reports 
from the six provinces of Jakarta, Central Kalimantan, East Kalimantan, Southeast 
Sulawesi, Maluku and West Irian Jaya.  The most recent reported case of polio in 
Indonesia was discovered on January 15 in Bondowoso district, East Java, and South 
East Aceh district, Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam. To date, some 304 polio cases have 
been reported in 10 provinces and 40 districts and towns.  The fifth round of polio 
immunizations will be held in April and will require around 66.3 million doses of polio 
vaccine.  Polio is a highly infectious disease caused by a virus that can cause 
irreversible paralysis of children within hours of infections.  Polio is endemic in four 
countries, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria.  Recently, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) announced that polio has been eradicated in both Egypt and Niger. 
Source: 
· Polio immunization covers 77 % of targeted children, Mar 02, 2006, http://www.ads-net.org/ASNNews_Detail.asp?ID=3733 

MALAYSIA  

Hand, Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak leads to school closures  
Malaysia has ordered the closure of nearly 500 kindergarten schools on the island of 
Borneo, after the deaths of four children from the Hand, Foot and Mouth disease 
(HFMD).  According to Health Minister Chua Soi Lek, health officials have called for 488 
schools to be shut for two weeks in an effort to contain the spread of the 
disease. HFMD is a viral infection common in children and results in fever, mouth sores 
and a blistering rash, usually on the hands and feet. It is unrelated to foot-and-mouth 
disease, which is a disease of cattle, sheep and swine. Children are most susceptible to 
HFMD, but adults can also be affected. Between January 1 and February 18 this year, 
942 HFMD cases have been reported, compared with 270 report in the same period last 
year.  
Source: 
· Nine More Kindergartens In Sarawak Ordered Closed, Mar 02, 2006, http://bernama.com.my/bernama/v3/news.php?id=183396 
· Hand, Foot, & Mouth Disease, Mar 03, 2006, http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvrd/revb/enterovirus/hfhf.htm 
· Malaysia shuts kindergarten schools for fear of disease, Mar 03, 2006, http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_1640760,00050004.htm 

Other World News

GERMANY  

The Asia-Pacific Disease Outbreak/Surveillance News is meant for informational purposes only.  As such, the 
Center of Excellence in Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance (COEDMHA) does not guarantee 
the accuracy or completeness of the information and of any statements or opinions based thereon.  
COEDMHA’s Pacific Disaster Management Information Network (PDMIN) team surveys, compiles and 
disseminates news reports from various publicly available newswires, websites, and health information 
networks including but not limited to the World Health Organization (WHO), Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), and ProMed.  Some information is presented in its original version.  The information 

H5N1 subtype of the bird flu virus found in dead cat  
On Tuesday (February 28), Thomas Mettenleiter, laboratory leader of the Friedrich 
Loeffler Institute, reported that the deadly H5N1 subtype of the bird flu was confirmed in 
a cat in northern Germany, marking the first time the virus has been identified in a 
mammal in the 25 nations of the European Union.  The cat was found dead on the 
northern island of Ruegen, where most of the more than 100 wild birds infected by the 
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H5N1 subtype of the bird flu were found. 
Source: 
· Bird flu seen spreading, found in German cat, Feb 28, 2006, 
http://go.reuters.co.uk/newsArticle.jhtml?type=scienceNews&storyID=11368998&section=news&src=rss/uk/scienceNews 
· http://  

GREECE  

Greece confirms three more cases of H5N1 in birds  
On Wednesday (March 1), Greece confirmed three more cases of the deadly H5N1 
strain of bird flu in wild swans found in the northern part of the country, where all other 
cases of bird flu have been reported since the first case was reported in February.  
These latest cases bring the total number to 19 since the disease was first reported in 
the country last month.  To date, Greece has found no suspected domestic poultry 
cases and is awaiting test results on seven other wild birds suspected of infection.  
Greece has implemented a series of precautionary measures to stop the spread of the 
disease include a 6 mile (10 km) quarantine around the areas where the infected fowl 
were found.   
Source: 
· Greece confirms three more cases of H5N1 birdflu, Mar 01, 2006, http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L01578145.htm 

HUNGARY  

Hungary has new cases of bird flu near Budapest  
On Wednesday (March 1), the Hungarian government reported results of local tests 
confirming new cases of the H5N1 subtype of the bird flu virus in a dead mallard in 
Szentendre, a town north of Budapest, and a gull found in Szazhalombatta, 20 miles 
(30km) south of Budapest, and in two dead swans in southern Hungary.  One of the 
dead swans reported on Wednesday was found in Dunaszentbenedek, 62 miles (100 
km) south of Budapest, while the other was found in Nagybaracska, where other cases 
of the H5N1 subtype of the bird flu virus had been reported in wild swans last week.  On 
Tuesday (February 28), the Hungarian government confirmed the nation’s eighth case 
in a wild swan just outside Budapest.  The H5N1 subtype of the bird flu virus has not yet 
been detected in domestic poultry in Hungary.  According to a local government official, 
Andras Batiz, "Hungarian experts believe that the birds died most probably due to the 
H5N1 virus, which in extreme cases could also endanger humans, but the final word will 
have to be made by the Weybridge laboratory (in the United Kingdom)."  
Source: 
· Hungary has new cases of bird flu near Budapest, Mar 01, 2006, http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L01573292.htm 
· http://  

The Asia-Pacific Disease Outbreak/Surveillance News is meant for informational purposes only.  As such, the 
Center of Excellence in Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance (COEDMHA) does not guarantee 
the accuracy or completeness of the information and of any statements or opinions based thereon.  
COEDMHA’s Pacific Disaster Management Information Network (PDMIN) team surveys, compiles and 
disseminates news reports from various publicly available newswires, websites, and health information 
networks including but not limited to the World Health Organization (WHO), Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), and ProMed.  Some information is presented in its original version.  The information 
contained herein does not necessarily represent the views of the COEDMHA.  

4 



IRAQ  

Suspected human cases of bird flu reported in Diyala, Dhi Qar and Baghdad  
Naeema al-Gasser, World Health Orgnization (WHO) representative for Iraq, says since 
January 15, nearly 1.6 million birds have been culled by health officials in Sulaymaniyah 
and Maysan province.  As of February 28, the WHO has confirmed two human cases of 
the deadly H5N1 subtype of the bird flu virus, both contracted through contact with 
infected birds in the town of Raniyah in Sulaymaniyah province, which borders Iran.  
According to Gasser, a total of 50 additional human samples from Sulaymaniyah and 
Maysan have all tested negative for the bird flu virus.  Al-Gasser, reported that a 
suspected human case of the bird flu from Diyala province is being tested.  On 
Thursday (March 2), the Iraqi government reported other suspected human cases of the 
H5N1 subtype of the bird flu virus with the death of a woman near the town of 
Nassiriyah in Dhi Qar province, which borders Maysan province to the west, as well as 
several suspected cases in the Shuala area in Baghdad’s Kadhimiyah district. 
According to Dr. Ibtisam Aziz, a spokeswoman for the Higher Committee on Bird Flu in 
Iraq, the cases in the Shuala area are still under medical care and laboratory results for 
all of the cases have yet to be received.  
Source: 
· IRAQ: Another suspected human case of bird flu, WHO, Mar 01, 2006, 
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/a451b7eeebf427fba117898be6ec4ce1.htm 
· Iraq woman dies of suspected bird flu - officials, Mar 02, 2006, http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L02183778.htm 

NIGER  

Bird flu-hit Niger says needs help to cull poultry  
On Wednesday (March 1), officials in Niger announced that culling efforts had not yet 
begun in the nation since the discovery of the H5N1 subtype of the bird flu virus in 
poultry last week, and appealed for international help to cull poultry, saying it lacked the 
necessary means to carry out a slaughter in the affected areas. The government in 
Niger has ordered the systematic culling of poultry in affected zones to stop the disease 
from spreading but said it needed equipment, such as protective suits and chemicals, 
before it could begin. "The cull has not started. It will not start until we have the 
appropriate material," Animal Resources Minister Abdoulaye Djina told Reuters. "We 
are expecting the special overalls very shortly."  On Monday (February 27), the World 
Animal Health Organisation (OIE) reported that an Italian laboratory found the deadly 
H5N1 subtype of the bird flu virus in two farmed ducks from the southern Magaria 
region and the town of Tabande, making Niger the third African nation to detect the 
deadly subtype of the bird flu virus, after Nigeria and Egypt. Niger is one of the poorest 
nations in the world, where one child in four dies before the age of five in a normal year.  
Source: 
· Bird flu-hit Niger says needs help to cull poultry, Mar 01, 2006, http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L01569525.htm 
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PAKISTAN  

H5 bird flu found in several NWFP farms  
On Monday (February 27) Pakistan’s Agriculture Ministry spokesman Mohammad Afzal 
reported, “We have found H5-infected birds at two farms at Charsadda and Abbottabad 
districts in North West Frontier Province and requested the owners to cull all the birds.”  
Pakistan has sent samples from the infected birds to the EU Reference Laboratory for 
bird flu in Weybridge, England, and results are expected in about a week.  Officials are 
taking preventive actions and culling has begun on both farms.  In 2003, Pakistan 
destroyed 3.5 million birds after an outbreak of less virulent forms of bird flu. Chicken 
accounts for up to 45 percent of total meat consumption in Pakistan, which has a 
population of 150 million. There are about 25,000 poultry farms across Pakistan.  
Source: 
· First bird flu death?, Mar 01, 2006, http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2006\03\01\story_1-3-2006_pg7_10 
· Pakistan confirms bird flu strain on poultry farms, Feb 27, 2006, http://au.news.yahoo.com/060227/19/p/y25h.html 

REUNION  

Chikungunya outbreak in Indian Ocean brings WHO team and French PM for 
assistance  
A team of World Health Organisation (WHO) experts wrapped a three-day visit to the 
affected areas of the ongoing chikungunya outbreak and assess efforts to control the 
disease that has infected thousands in the Indian Ocean islands of Reunion, Mauritius, 
and the Seychelles.  French Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin visited worst-affected 
Reunion in the Indian Ocean on Sunday (February 26), and announced a US$42.8 
million aid package for the island during the visit.  In addition, last month about 500 
French troops were deployed to assist in prevention efforts spraying for mosquitoes that 
transmit the virus.  Meanwhile, Francois Bricaire, head of infectious diseases at the 
Pitie-Salpetriere hospital in Paris, told French radio that people returning from La 
Reunion have also tested positive for chikungunya. In nearby Mauritius, there have 
been 1,298 confirmed chikungunya cases and 4,706 suspected cases, and authorities 
are awaiting test results after the death of a 33-year-old man last week.  To date, the 
French island of Reunion has reported 157,000 cases, approximately one-fifth of the 
population, and 77 deaths linked to the virus. The WHO does not believe that the 
tropical virus is fatal, but health experts say it can weaken the immune system, allowing 
other deadly diseases to set in.The wet conditions created by the rainy season provide 
ideal breeding grounds for the mosquitoes that transmit chikungunya virus. Symptoms 
of chikungunya include the sudden onset of chills and fever, headache, nausea, 
vomiting, joint pain, and rash. Chikungunya is usually not life-threatening.  
Source: 
· Mauritius 'safe' despite fever outbreak, Mar 02, 2006, http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/CD783212-D716-4291-A3D8-
B3DD473B698D.htm 
· French Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin visits disease-ridden Reunion Island, Feb 27, 2006, 
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http://www.enjoyfrance.com/content/view/269/36/ 
· French PM bitten by mosquito on disease-hit island, Mar 02, 2006, http://s 

RUSSIA  

180,000 poultry culled in southern Russia bird flu outbreak  
Local officials in Daghestan report about 180,000 hens infected with bird flu have been 
culled at a poultry farm in Daghestan.  Between February 5-10, poultry samples from a 
farm near Makhachkala, the capital of Daghestan, tested positive for the bird flu virus. In 
response, authorities decided to cull all the infected poultry at the farm and impose 
quarantine regulations.  To date, no cases of human infection have been reported.  
Between January 15 to February 1, 350,000 birds died at the Eldama poultry farm in the 
Karabudakhkent district, south of Makhachkala near the Caspian Sea. In the past few 
weeks, the bird flu virus has been detected in wild fowl, including migratory birds, in six 
Russian southern regions: The republics of Kabardino-Balkaria, Daghestan, Chechnya 
and Kalmykia, and the Krasnodar and Stavropol territories.  At least 15 other countries 
on three continents have reported initial outbreaks of the virus this month: Iraq, Iran, 
Bulgaria, Nigeria, Greece, Azerbaijan, Italy, Austria, Germany, Hungary, Egypt, India, 
France, Slovenia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. 8  
Source: 
· 180,000 poultry culled in southern Russia bird flu outbreak, Feb 28, 2006, http://en.rian.ru/russia/20060228/43823942.html 

SERBIA-MONTENEGRO  

Serbia says wild swan tested positive for bird flu  
On Thursday (March 2), Serbian official reported the nation’s first case of bird flu in a 
swan found dead in the region of Sombor, close to the Croatian border. The Ministry of 
Agriculture said the bird tested positive for the H5 strain of avian influenza and samples 
would be sent by Friday (March 3) to a British laboratory in Weybridge to determine 
whether the birds were infected with the deadly H5N1 subtype of the bird flu virus, with 
results expected in about a week.  The swan was found about a mile from the Croatian 
border and about 9 miles (15km) from the Hungarian border. About 30 additional swans 
from the same site were also being monitored by veterinary inspectors.  
Source: 
· Serbia says dead swan tests positive for bird flu, Mar 03, 2006, http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L0293188.htm 

SWEDEN  

Sweden awaits European Union confirmation for H5N1 subtype of bird flu found 
in wild fowl  
As of Friday (March 3), only two birds in Sweden have tested positive for the H5 bird flu 
virus.  Tests are underway to determine whether the birds carry the deadly H5N1 
subtype of the virus.  On Tuesday (February 28), Swedish Agriculture Ministry 
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spokesman Anders Gronvall reported the nation’s first outbreak of the bird flu virus in 
birds found near a nuclear power plant in Oskarshamn, about 150 miles (250 km) south 
of Stockholm.  Swedish officials would not confirm whether it was the deadly H5N1 
subtype of the bird flu virus, but the European Commission was informed of an outbreak 
of the H5 strain in Sweden and reported that samples from the outbreak were being 
sent to the EU's reference laboratory in Weybridge, England for confirmation.  
Source: 
· Deadly bird flu reaches Sweden, Feb 28, 2006, http://www.upi.com/NewsTrack/view.php?StoryID=20060228-020955-8913r 

WORLD  

Malnutrition cause of half of children's death  
A new World Bank (WB) report warns that malnutrition is contributing to half of all child 
deaths and is causing heavy economic losses in poor countries.  In the report released 
by the WB, “Repositioning Nutrition as Central to Development,” the WB warns that 
malnutrition is costing poor countries up to 3 percent of their yearly GDP, while 
malnourished children are at risk of losing more than 10 percent of their lifetime 
earnings potential. “Poor nutrition is implicated in more than half of all child deaths 
worldwide—a proportion unmatched by any infectious disease since the Black Death. It 
is intimately linked with poor health and environmental factors and yet, policymakers, 
politicians, and economists often fail to recognize these connections.  For example, 
nearly 60% of children who die of common diseases like diarrhea and malaria could 
have ultimately survived had they not been malnourished in the first place,” says Jean-
Louis Sarbib, Senior Vice President for Human Development at the World Bank.  
According to the report, nearly a third of children under five in the developing world 
remain underweight or stunted, and 30 percent of the developing world’s population 
have too few vitamins and minerals.  The World Bank says that malnutrition rates are 
falling in Asia, however South Asia still has the highest rates and largest numbers of 
malnourished children.  The report says that under-nutrition prevalence rates in India, 
Bangladesh, Afghanistan and Pakistan are higher (38 to 51 percent) than those in Sub-
Saharan Africa (26 percent).  The report also says that nutrition education programs for 
parents would do a better job than feeding programs in fighting malnutrition.  
Source: 
· Malnutrition causes heavy economic losses, contributes to half of all child deaths, but can be prevented -- new World Bank report, Mar 02, 
2006, http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/KHII-6MJ43U?OpenDocument 
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